
Timeline for Contested Divorce

Court Hearing
To Resolve Temporary Issues

property, custody and support

Court Hearing
To Resolve Temporary Issues of 

property, custody and support

Order Entered
Granting Divorce and incorporating the

Parties’ Agreement as a court order

Trial:  Uncontested
Court Hearing for Uncontested Divorce.

Only one party is required to appear along with
One witness to give testimony on grounds of divorce

Written Agreement
Parties enter into written
Agreement resolving all

Issues of property, support, and custody

Negotiation Successful

Order Entered
Granting divorce and incorporating the court's ruling

on the issues of property, custody and support.

Trial:  Contested
Contested Divorce 

Parties and witnesses testify on grounds
of divorce and all issues.

Negotiation Unsuccessful

Continue
Settlement Negotiations

Discovery
Information and Documents are exchanged using

Interrogatories, Request for Production of Documents,
Depositions, Subpoenas, and other means

File Complaint for Divorce
One party files for divorce seeking court
resolution of the issues that the parties 

have not resolved on their own


